Great Books 1

StQ 17
Great Books 1
Herodotus 6-7
StQ 17


Herodotus
Histories (8-9)
1. (VIII.1-16) What happened at Artemisium?
2. (VIII.8) Who was Scyllias and why was he significant? 
3. (VIII.50-53) What kind of destruction did the Persians inflict on the Acropolis?

4. (VIII.59) What did Themistocles mean:  “Those who get left behind win no prizes”?

5. (VII.65) What was the sound and the import of what Dicaeus heard?

6. (VIII.73) What biblical principle does Herodotus echo? (cf. Mt 12:30)

7. (VIII.75) Why was Sicinnus’ role in the battle of Salamis so crucial?

8. (VIII.86) According to Herodotus, why were the Persians defeated at Salamis?
9. (VIII.87-88) How did queen Artemisia escape when pursued by a Greek ship?
10. (VIII.88) What does it mean, “My men have turned into women and my women into men!” 
11. (VIII.97) After being defeated at Salamis, what was Xerxes’ greatest fear?

12. (VIII.108) Why did Eurybiades argue that the Hellespont bridges should not be destroyed?
13. (VIII.118) How did Xerxes supposedly respond to the helmsman’s advice? 
14. (IX.5) What happened to Lycides and his wife in Salamis?

15. (IX.16) What was astonishing in what the Persian told Thersander at the dinner party?

16. (IX.22-23) What comparisons do you find between Herodotus’ description of Masistius’ death and Homer’s descriptions of the deaths of leading warriors?

17. (IX.26-27) What maneuvers did the Athenians and Spartans make when preparing to fight the Medes in the battle of Plataea?

18. (IX.61-63) What reasons does Herodotus give for Greek superiority in Plataea?

19. (IX.78-79) What differences between Greek and Barbarian character are evident in Pausanias’ treatment of Mardonius’ corpse?
20. (IX.82) What amazed Pausanias and then what amused him?
21. (IX.100) What caused Herodotus to think gods play a part in human affairs?
22. (IX.120) What “miracle” happened and what significance did it have? 
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